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HHeennddrraa  VViirruuss  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn  
Many members have contacted us regarding the recent 
Hendra Virus Outbreaks and are concerned about attending 
Events.   
 
Jenny Birch and myself  attended the recent Qld Bioscecurity 
/Qld Horse Councilôs Hendra Virus Information Seminar on 
Friday 22nd July in Hervey Bay.  Really glad we did, as being 
presented with the facts gives us a better understanding of 
the virus and how to reduce risks etc.  I urge all horse 
owners to attend an information seminar if and when you 
can. 
 
Biosecurity Queensland will be attending most Competitions 
in the region so we ask EVERYONE to visit the Biosecurity 
Bus and have a chat to the Officers.  There is so much 
misinformation getting around, it is important to know the 
facts and how to remain safe. 
 
It appears that the Maryborough Showgrounds facility 
provides a reasonably low risk venue with no overhanging 
trees over stabling areas.  Whilst at the Showgrounds 
however (or at any competition venue you may attend) we 
would strongly encourage you not to allow horses to graze 
under trees, not to share buckets, hoses, feed bins, bits and 
equipment and to wash your hands regularly after handling 
horses.    
 
Hendra  is unlike the EI epidemic of 2007 / 08 whereby the 
virus spread like wildfire from horse to horse and property to 
property.  Hendra is not an airborne virus and can only be 
contracted horse to horse and horse to human via the 
physical exchange of body fluids. 
 
A Few Facts for your information.. 
¶ Hendra Virus is a rare cause of disease in horses 

and humans.  Whilst rare, there has been a recent 
increase in frequency.   It is thought that horses 
contract the virus from eating food recently 
contaminated by flying fox urine, saliva or birth 
products.   

 

¶ The virus only survives a very short time outside the 
host (bat)  ...no more than 15 minutes or so, and 
even less when exposed to sunlight.  Accordingly 
you can feel safe in placing your horse into a stable 
at the Showgrounds that has been vacant for a 
short period of time.   

 

 

 

¶ There are no lockdowns or movement restrictions in 
place for horses.  

¶ If you are worried about your horse exchanging 
body fluids with the neighbouring stabled horse, tie 
hessian bags up between the stables.   This will 
majorly reduce the risk of any exchange of fluids 
(saliva) etc.  

¶ A vaccination is currently being developed for 
horses and hopefully this will be available by mid 
2012. 

In an attempt to reduce risk at home:  
¶ Do not place horse feed and water container under 

trees, particularly if flying foxes are attracted to 
those trees.  

¶ Dont use feed that may be attractive to FFôs. Such 
as carrots and molasses, apples etc.  

¶ Completely remove horses from, and never allow 
access at any item to, areas where flying foxes 
roost. 

¶  

Finally, If your horse is showing ANY signs of illness, 
PLEASE DO NOT REMOVE IT FROM YOUR PROPERTY 
and do not attend an Event !  Hendra Virus should now 
be considered in any sick horses when the cause of the 
illness is unknown. 
 
 
ALSO..With the recent media release of a dog found to 
be carrying Hendra Antibodies, we also ask that ALL 
PETS (DOGS AND CATS) BE LEFT AT HOME.   
 
Hoping this answers some of your questions raised. 

 
Vicki Camilleri 
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Show Horse Co-ordinatorôs Report 
 

 
 

CChhaammppiioonn  CChhooiiccee  BBrroowwbbaannddss and SShhooww  AAttttii rree 

have kindly donated four fifty dollar gift vouchers 

and may have a stand at this yearôs Fraser Coast 

All Breeds Show.   

 

The vouchers will be Prize Awards and available 

to collect on the day or by visiting their website.  

The Browbands are of top quality and available in 

many styles and colours. 

 

The 2011 Fraser Coast All Breeds Show is now in 

its final preparation phase with extra prizes being 

included and now two beautiful Garlands; which 

will be presented to the Supreme Led Exhibit of 

the Show and the Supreme Ridden All Breeds 

Exhibit of the Show.   

 

Stables are filling quickly with over 35 booked 

and requesting the prime positions. 

 

I would like to wish the Dressage committee all 

the best of luck with the upcoming 

Championships. 

 

Ray Whitmore 

Show Horse Coordinator 

MEMBERS BIRTHDAYS for AUGUST  

 

 


